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NUCS Board Meeting 3/10/22 4:00pm 

Agenda Item 2. 
CONSENT AGENDA 
A trustee can have an item removed from the Consent Agenda and given individual consideration for action 
as a regular agenda item. An administrator or a member of the public may request that an item be removed 
from the Consent Agenda and given individual consideration for action as a regular agenda item at the 
pleasure of the Board. 

Subject: 
2.2 Approval of Warrants and Payroll for NU-Siskiyou Charter School (0124,020 7) 

Action Requested: 
Approval 

Previous Staff/Board Action, Background Information and/or Statement of Need: 
This is a monthly process. The warrants and payroll totals are inspected and clarification is given if needed. 
See attached. 

Fiscal Implications: 
Warrants: NU-Siskiyou Charter School - $236,46 7.32
Payroll: NU-Siskiyou Charter School - $70,499.40 

Contact Person/s: Shari Lovett, Tammy Picconi, Kirk Miller 





















































































































NUCS Board Meeting 3/10/22 4:00pm

Agenda Item 4.

ACTION ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED

Subject:

4.9 Approval of the Childhood Vaccination Requirements Related to In-Person Instructional Opportunities

Action Requested:

Approval

Previous Staff/Board Action, Background Information and/or Statement of Need:

With the Governor’s announcement regarding a COVID-19 vaccination mandate for students, we should

examine our current vaccination practices.  SB277, SB276 and SB714 are laws that guide our current

practices regarding student vaccinations, exemptions and in-person participation.  The Board must decide

whether or not students who are unvaccinated and do not have any waivers, exemptions, or exclusions

may participate in in-person classes held by outside vendors.

Fiscal Implications:

None

Contact Person/s: Shari Lovett



Hello all, 

Thank you for taking the time to go over this email so near to our meeting. My apologies that I 
couldn't get it to you sooner. I thought I'd give one more shot at supporting my position on 
vendor participation for all independent-study students regardless of vaccination status.  

I value each perspective I’ve heard thus far and have appreciated the non-confrontational 
communication on the matter. To contribute to the many points I have brought up in previous 
board meetings in support of inclusivity for this education opportunity, I have only a couple last 
points I'd like to make in hopes of convincing a quorum motion in favor of vendor participation 
for all. I'll try to not be too long winded. 

My first addition is related to a great point one of my fellow board members made in our most 
recent board meeting, on the leading factor for their personal standing regarding the matter. I do 
not intend to quote them, as I do not want to misrepresent them, so here is my take away from 
their reasoning:  
As Northern United Charter School board members, we expect all of our students to follow our 
school's principles and meet our guidelines and expectations during any scenario in which they 
are associated with, therefore representing, our school. I resonate with this principle very deeply, 
and believe it is a highly moral and valuable perspective which nurtures responsibility and builds 
respectful citizens. The point I do not agree with is that the interpretation of this implies the 
expectation of our independent-study students to be vaccinated, because in choosing this 
educational model, families are not required by California law to be vaccinated, therefore can 
determine for themselves their vaccination status, so we should hold no expectation or create 
school policies which might persuade their choice one way or the other. Furthermore it is the last 
educational option that I am aware of which provides families their natural right to choose the 
method of medical care that is right for them in this regards, while still able to receive a state 
funded education and the much appreciated social and financial support there-from. Therefore I 
believe it is inappropriate for us to expect all of our enrolled independent-study students to be 
vaccinated and withhold from any of them the inherent privileges associated with this education 
model. I'm assuming we are all familiar with the constitutional right to free and equal education 
(1). Also, I could not find any California law that prohibits unvaccinated children from 
occupying public venues and if there were I personally believe it would interfere with their first 
amendment right to assemble. 

My second and final point is related to the social and emotional wellbeing, as well as mental and 
physical health of our students. It is a great privilege and entitlement provided to our 
independent-study students to receive community classes and virtual learning as 
supplemental education (this is outlined in our instructional funds policy in the student 
handbook) and I believe if a primary concern is related to the health and wellbeing of our student 
population, as well as humanity as a whole, then settling with providing virtual supplementation 
alone to meet the needs and educational gaps of any independent-study student does not suffice. 
Due to the many health benefits related to an interactive learning environment, including 



increased quality of life, more physical activity, stronger social abilities, and higher self esteem, I 
feel strongly that it is essential for all children to receive live, interactive group learning and 
physical education opportunities. Although, you may already be aware of the ample evidence 
pertaining to the benefits associated with in-person education, some of you may be less aware of 
the many negative effects associated with social isolation and virtual learning. These include 
increase in immune deficits, infectious illnesses, suicidal tendencies and mortality rates. On top 
of these are the potential for negative impacts on education and life-quality, 
including increased developmental deficits, reduction in cognitive functions, lower academic 
measures and success rates, and increased risk of substance abuse; all problems that persist well 
into adulthood (3, 4, 5, 6 & 7). Many families seek an alternative education model for various 
unique reasons and it is my suspicion that financial and social support plays a large role in them 
choosing to enroll with us and in charter schools at large. If we make the choice to withhold the 
use of their educational funds to be spent in this area or social opportunity, I believe we are 
projecting these potential negative health effects onto them, thus in a way acting in the contrary 
to our concerns for public health & safety. We should not omit any child for any reason from the 
moral educational aims of social and emotional wellbeing and health. 

The links provided below are resources in support of the above points, and another to offer a bit 
of second hand in-sight on the various reasons why parents and families may choose not to 
vaccinate (2), to shed light where it may be lacking for some. It is not meant to persuade anyone 
on the controversial topic of whether children should or shouldn't receive immunization, rather to 
help humanize and nurture understanding of families like these in their educational pursuit. After 
all, our enrolled population is an unconventional minority, those that may not be able to 
receive support elsewhere, and it is our aim to provide quality education and equal opportunity to 
families like these. 

In closing, I believe we should remain a school of choice, an alternative to conventional 
education systems which supports individualized education. It is the little details like these 
that makes charter schools stand out among educational options for many families. As leaders in 
the collective of California charter schools, I believe the motion toward inclusivity for paid 
vendor participation for all independent-study students regardless of immunization status would 
provide a good example in upholding charter school values, setting the bar so to speak. Thanks 
so much again for your time. 

Melissa Johnson, 
NUCS Siskiyou Board Member. 



1. The Right to Education.  
https://www.hrwstf.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Education-Governing-Law.pdf 

2. Choosing not to immunize: are parents making informed decisions? 
https://academic.oup.com/fampra/article/18/2/181/492386?gclid= 
EAIaIQobChMI-72GhfPy9QIVQTytBh35vwfhEAMYAyAAEgLtKPD_BwE&login=false 

3. How does social isolation affect a child’s mental health and development? 
https://www.noisolation.com/research/how-does-social-isolation-affect-a-childs-mental-health-
and-development 

4. The Health Consequences of Social Isolation “It Hurts More Than You Think” 
https://www.beyonddifferences.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/
consequences_of_social_isolation_2015-2016.pdf 

5. Study: Virtual education linked with decreased physical activity, worsening emotional health. 
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/14070 

6. Why In-Person Learning is Best for Children 
https://mountainkidslouisville.com/blog/3-powerful-reasons-person-learning-best/ 

7. Social ties and health: The benefits of social integration 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1047279796000956

https://academic.oup.com/fampra/article/18/2/181/492386?gclid=


NUCS Board Meeting 3/10/22 4:00pm

Agenda Item 4.

ACTION ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED

Subject:

4.10 Selection of Independent Auditor for Fiscal Years 21-22, 22-23 and 23-24 for NU-HCS

Action Requested:

Approval

Previous Staff/Board Action, Background Information and/or Statement of Need:

All districts and charter schools are required to hire an auditing firm to conduct an independent annual

audit.  This is the complete audit of all required areas, including budget, student records, personnel, payroll,

purchasing, etc.  This firm conducts the majority of district and charter audits in Humboldt County.  The

contract is an increase of $1,500 since our previous contract.

Fiscal Implications:

$14,500

Contact Person/s: Shari Lovett, Tammy Picconi































































































































NU-SCS February 2022 Board Report

School Site Council
Meeting postponed until March 11th.

Mt Shasta LC

Andrea Marchyok:
This week we used our pizza party to draw, write and graph data for what to order on our
pizzas.  The Acorns (KN-2nd grade) all turned in their nightly reading logs, so the pizza party
was the goal.

Graphing our results for
what toppings to order!
How many slices do we

need?  Real world math!

Dough fractions….how
can we make a pizza for

all 20 kids?

Math games

We are also going to Magic Mountain Farms to see the baby goats.  We have visited many
times and see this homestead farm as the seasons change.  We will go to Redding at the end of
March to see Matilda the musical at the Cascade Theater.  This is exciting, we have not gone in
many years!  The Acorns are working on units of insects and Spring, addition and subtraction
and we continue to read books from around the world as part of the Global Book Bag project
that I have participated in this year.  I'm part of this History/SS Community of Practice as well as
the SEL Community of Practice all part of Siskiyou County office of Ed.



Paul Moore
4th graders wrapped up another topic in Math. They did well on their division test. We are
currently learning about multiples and factors. In social studies, we are researching and
discussing the California gold rush and its effect on California. In PE, the kids love playing
Capture the Flag.

Yreka Learning Center

Kate O’Brien
CTE Sustainable Agriculture class has been studying the expanse and history of agriculture of
Siskiyou County. We'll be visiting the Siskiyou County Museum twice this week: once to spend
time in their indoor facility and once again to be in their outdoor display area.

Elizabeth Clause
We are kicking off two fundraisers for our graduation ceremonies and field trips. One is a penny
drive, which is geared towards elementary students. The other is a penny war, in which 9th and
10th grade students compete with 11th and 12th graders to see who can earn the most money
and win the most points, ice cream bars being the prizes. Here are the rules:
Each group has their own jar for collecting money.
Gain Points by adding pennies and bills to your jar.
Lower the other group’s totals by adding silver coins to their jar.
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